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Newsletter for the Regina Apple II Group. 

Why would anybody buy a 

IIGS? 

Copyright 1989 by Mike Markowitz 

Tis the season to shop for a computer. By some 
estimates, almost half the computers bought for home 
use are sold during the Holiday season. For many 
years, the Apple II has been the first choice for 
households with kids, but 1989 may be the last gasp 

for systems based on Steve 
Wozniak's elegant 

flp \ ten-year-old design. 

Hfr I When we say Apple II 

IP ' \ * J we mean IIGS. The classic 

Apple He has almost 
^ vanished from dealers' 

shelves, and the little lie Plus has sold very poorly — 
despite some brilliant engineering, it came to market 
years too late, and has received virtually no 
promotion. The IIGS, for better or worse, is the 
flagship of the product line. Perhaps 600,000 IIGS 
units have been sold, mainly to schools, families and 
hobbyists. A large proportion are second computers 
for loyal users who own and love at least one earlier 
Apple product. 

Most people in the Apple II community believe 
that Apple is killing the IIGS through a mixture of 
benign neglect, inept support, and Macintosh 
chauvinism. When the v 

long-rumored "low-cost Mac" .^fljlgfe 

eventually arrives, it will be the 
final nail in the coffin of the 
Apple II series, although 
Apple's stated position is \ 
that “we will continue to sell Apple II 
computers as long as our customers want to buy 
them.“ 


sell Apple 


What's wrong with the GS? 

There are three main reasons not to buy a IIGS: 
price, performance and support. Let's examine each 
of them in detail. 

The IIGS has a list price of $1149. This gets you a 
bare box, with a keyboard and a mouse. Apple 
recently doubled the size of the computer's working 
memory (both RAM and ROM) at no increase in the 
^ list price. To use the computer 
Vi, " ^ at all, you also 

^—.need to buy a 
mon ^ or anci 

g/ J|. one or 

p |ta| , any computer effec- 

tively, you need to add a 
printer, and perhaps a modem. To use the IIGS to best 
advantage, you need to add a hard drive and perhaps 
an accelerator card. 

Consider the cost of a minimal mmmmmwamms* 
configuration: I Pn 
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Apple IIGS CPU 
Analog RGB Color Monitor 
Apple 3.5" disk drive 
Apple 5.25" disk drive 


1149.00 

599.00 

429.00 

329.00 

$2506.00 


Writers Choice Elite 

by Activision 

Requires Apple IIGS, 512k, printer 

Dear Gentle Readers, 

Anyone who knows Mr. Manners 
personally is aware that I have a hearing 
problem. Hearing aids are great but, due to 
background noise and an amplification factor 
of about a 2illion the words spoken do not 
always arrive at my ear drum as the same 
words. Occasionally this causes Mr. Manners 
to misunderstand things and he 
gets himself in trouble because of 
it. Just the other week, we were r KA jl 
talking in the cafeteria at work ,j/ji ’ I 
and someone was sitting there , m 

reading the paper and made the T s' jm 
comment, "Huumm, says hear the fehtadHH 
Surgeon General thinks we should use 
Condors to insure safe relationships". Mr. 
Manners always believes in being safe, so I 
replied "Really, where do you get them". "They 
sell them at most drug stores, I think", came 
the reply. 

So, on the way home from work, I stopped 
at the local drug store and tried to buy a 
Condor. Must not be a very well stocked drug 
store, because they said they didn't carry 

CNpyCtondors and 

m—m any was 

***-^5^ the Phoenix 

Next morning, 
j I n J-O I went to the Zoo 
MJJLk and ask the Director 
if I could by a Condor. He inquired as to why I 
needed a Condor. I gave a brief explanation 
that I needed a couple dozen and although I 
didn't see how the Surgeon General said they 
were safe to have relationships with. The 
director excused himself and made a phone 
call and said there was a "Kinky wierdo" in 
the zoo. I asked him If I could see the "kinky 
wierdo" after I got my Condors — 
cause I always like to observe VBV 
a new species at the 200. *y 

Shortly there after the 
police arrived and took me for /\ <=> f\ 

Don't ever believe what vX? Cyl 

you see on Tee-Vee about the / v 
discomfort of police stations. 

It was very nice there. The ■ 

accommodations were truly mF 

great. The room they put me in had an 
unusual decorating technique. 

t6IltS 1 Rather than P ut furniture in the 

, . 0 | room, they upholstered the 

. ce .entire room. Big thick padding 

.on the floor, walls, and door. I 

.| kept asking who did their 

^ me .c 71 decorating but couldn't get a 

.7~rI re P^- 

^.' °| After awhile, Mrs. Manners 

. d ’q 1 showed up and I related my 

Tl P s .° I recent adventures to her. She 
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If we keep at this we cuuld become rich 
kids. At the very worst, rich old men. 


With a typical discount, a minimal system 
would still represent an investment of about $1750. 
Add about $400 for a printer, $125 more for a basic 
modem, about $300 for an ' Accelerator card and 
about $500 for a hard disk, and a complete system 
can easily exceed $3000 — and we still haven't 
bought any software. 

For roughly the same price, a family could buy 
a monochrome Macintosh S‘E with a small hard 
disk, or a f ast, powerful PC clone with a good color 
monitor and a big hard disk. Even with seasonal 
rebates, the TIGS seems like a poor value for the 
money. 

Performance 

The Apple IIGS runs at a clock rate of 2.6 MHz, 
which drops to about 1 MHz when running classic 

8-bit Apple II software. 
The Mac Plus and Mac 
SE, in contrast, run at 
about 6 Mhz, and PC 
clones of comparable 
cost run up to 12 or 16 
/ gM Mhz. The raw numbers 

f ~‘ do not tell the complete 

story — Apple II series 
microprocessors use a 
very efficient instruction set, and some of the best 
software (like AppleWorks 3.0) is written in 
assembly language for lightning fast execution. 
Nevertheless, the IIGS feels iike a slow computer 
to anyone who has ever used a fast computer. This 
is particularly noticeable during input/output 
operations, for example when the system is loading 
a program from disk, saving a file or printing. 

The IIGS supports a 16-color display of 200 
horizontal lines by 320 pixels. There is also a 
640-pixel mode with fewer colors. Programming 
tricks can increase the number of simultaneous 
colors drawn from a palette of 4096 possibilities, 
but nothing can increase the number of lines. The 
monochrome display of the compact Macs has 342 
lines by 512 pixels, while the color Mac II and the 
latest VGA graphics of PC clones can deliver up to 
256 colors at 640 x 480 resolution. i 

The 65816 CPU chip of the IIGS is a 16-bit 
microprocessor with a 8-bit data bus (supporting 7 
expansion slots) and a remarkable 24-bit address 
bus which could support up to 16 Mb of RAM, 
^ although Apple only put in the 

X circuitry for 6 Mb. The IIGS 
can also address up to 1 Mb of 
ROM, but only a quarter of this 1 
potential is currently used by 
the operating system. 

J 

News for Apple Ils - June 1990- Page 2 



' talked to the police and they told 
me to go home with her. I asked 
the desk sergeant if I was I 
supposed to pick up my Condor on 
the way out. / 

Mrs. Manners tramped on my _ 

foot. 

I never did get a Condor but obviously Mrs. 
Manners was impressed with my concern for our 
relationship because she was speechless. Come to 
think of it she hasn't spoken to me for 4 weeks now. 

I decided to write a letter to the Surgeon 
General cause obviously he hadn't taken into 
account the scarcity of Condors. I wanted it to be a 
snazzy letter, so I booted up Writers Choice Elite by 
Activision. 

What's in the Box: 

Well there are three small things that look like 
ski caps for hamsters oooooppppppsss. There is a 

( f ■ . ■-) very detailed manual, a 3.5 disk, 

an update to the manual, and a 
warranty card. 

\ eH ] The update says that it is 

now non copy protected, so I 

L__loaded the programs and font 

file etc. to my hard disk. It booted up without a 
hitch. I didn't even have to re-insert my master 
disk like ya gotta do on a lot of software currently 
sold for the GS. 

I hate to bore the reader with repetitive details. 
I am not going to list all the features in W T riters 
Choice that almost every word processor has in it 
like justification, replace, headers etc. Rest 
assured that Writers Choice is a full featured word 
processor. But, lets take a look at what sets it apart 
from some of the competition. 

First of all you can have more than one 
document on the desktop at a time. 

To change from document to document, you 
merely pull down a menu and select the name of the 
document you wish to work on. This is a super 
time saver if you are playing cut and pasted /. 
between documents. / / / 

Writers Choice does color but, in a unique A/y 
way. Your typing can be in either red or M J 
black. However, you can add back- C=u / In 
ground colors. The effect produced by /) ^ j / J 
doing this in like using one of those L_ ui 1 1/ 
high lighting markers. This gives the *• y 
effect of color along with the easy / 
readability of solid color text. You have your 
choice of six background colors. 

You can load your Paintworks Plus clip art into 
the program and play cut and paste to add graphics 
to your writing. 

The program comes with all the normal fonts 
and point sizes. However, lets say an included font 
is 8 point Shaston and you want 10 point. If you 
select 10 point, the program will make an effort to 
calculate the 10 point font since it isn't included on 
the disk. After some experimentation, I found that 
it does a pretty good job of doing this however, the 
fancier the font the harder it is to calculate. 
Sometimes the calculated font is very good 
and other times it isn't. It's something you 
have to play with. 

You can choose from the normal selection of text 
styles like Italic, Bold, Shadow etc. There is 
n- another style included 

called cross. If you 
chose the cross style, 
the text appeares 
J ^ffily'O*. crossed with a vertical 
>.A j /TX? I ii ne , you can cross text 




nv . 



with white, red, or black. 

Printing can be done 
on an Imagewriter or 
LaserWriter. You can do 
some special effects 









The IIGS includes 
an Ensomq sound chip, 
capable or 13 -voice 
music or synthesised 
speech, but Apple 
neglected to put in 
stereo output channels 
(a $60 to $100 add-on) or 
a standard MIDI 
interface ($100 extra). 

Support 

The IIGS, like the Macintosh, carries Apple's 
standard inadequate 90-day warranty. For repairs 
and upgrades, users are dependent on the tender 
mercies of a local Apple dealer. While earlier 
Apple IDs were relatively easy for any experienced 
electronic technician to fix, the design of the IIGS 
(surface-mount components, many proprietary 

chips, etc.) makes repairs, upgrades or 
modifications almost impossible for an 

independent technician or hobbyist. 

The relatively small si 2 e of the IIGS market 
has led an increasing number of software 
companies to abandon 

development of new 
programs and conversions 
for the GS. Many 

professional programmers 

I have spoken to express 

disappointment or disgust 
with Apple's technical 
support for IIGS 

developers. The computer 
is just as difficult to 
program as the Macintosh, 
but the market is 
significantly smaller. Only recently, after three 
years, has the operating system stabilised in a 
reasonably bug-free condition. The market for 
hardware add-ons is dominated by one 
middle-si 2 ed company, Applied Engineering, plus a 
shaky collection of small start-ups, with little 
capital for R&D. Declining ad revenue and 
circulation has led to the demise of several Apple 

II magazines, including the award-winning and 
widely respected A+. 






Now For The Good News 

Despite these problems, 
there are three good reasons 
to buy an Apple IIGS: 
backward compatibility, 
current expandability and 
potential connectivity. In 
other words, this is a system 
with a great past, a rich present 
and a credible future. 


Compatibility 

Over the past 12 years, thousands of programs 
have been written for the Apple II series, and at 
least 95 % of them will run on a IIGS without 
problems. Many of these programs are public 
domain, or inexpensive shareware. Along with a 
vast library of games and educational programs, 
there are serious productivity tools, like DE 
Master, a full-function relational database, and a 
solid implementation of Word Perfect, the most 
popular word processor. AppleWorks, which 
integrates a word processor, a simple database and 
a spreadsheet, is all 
the software that many 
users need, and it is 
supported by an 
incredible array of 
add-ons, templates and 
user groups. 



with the LaserWriter by 
changing fonts and 

reducing size etc. Not 
having a LaserWriter, I 
could not test these 

features. 

I got very crisp 

printouts on the Imagewnter II. Although I didn't 
clock it, it seemed to be faster printing than some 
other similar type word processors for the GS. 

To the special needs group: 

There is only one time this program gets 
cumbersome. To move a window, you have to hold 
down the option key and drag the window around 
with the mouse. This is definitely a two handed 
operation. For me, it is a one hand and one foot 
operation. 

Those who attend the Special Needs class saw 
Bill Holt demonstrate this program. It was noted 
that it is a very good word processor for the 
visually impaired because you can write in very 
large font sizes making it easier to see by both the 
writer and the reader. However, If the document 
were destined for a non visually impaired person, 
one merely has to chance the font point size before 
printing. 

All things considered, I was very happy with 
this as a word processor. 

Deepest Personal Regards, 

Mr. Manners 

TimeOut TeleComm - 
too early? 

by David Martyn & Lome Walton 
(Reprinted from Apples B.C. News - 
January 1990) 

TimeOut TeleComm Version 1.0 

Publisher: Beagle Bros. 

Requires an Apple II, AppleWorks 2.0 or later 

List Price: US $69.95 

Beagle publishes an excellent full-featured 

communications program in Point-to-Point. What 
makes TeleComm different is that, like other 
TimeOut additions, it works from within 

Classic AppleWorks. David's assessment was 

carried out with 
AppleWorks 3.0 on a 
lie, while Lome used 
AppleWorks 2.1 on a 

-J7w. 

First impression: 
the manual does not 
fit the software. One 
supposes that the 
manual must have 
been prepared 

several months ahead. True to form, Beagle 
resolves this difficulty by providing four full pages 
of update notes on the TeleComm disk....update 
notes for version 1.0? 

Second impression: are we beta-testing this or 
what? TeleComm is buggy. On the club's BBS, the 
"Send Text" (from the desktop or from disk) options 
work, but causes lines full of garbage to appear on 
screen, even though the text 
appears to go without error. But 
during and forever after the 
send, everything on the screen is 
in inverse text! And after 
signing off, the review buffer 
contained 322 blank lines! One 
other time, it contained 478 
lines, all identical to the first. 

TeleComm crashes and freezes 
frequently, even when it isn't 
being handed difficult changes. 
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With the 

addition of an 
inexpensive (about 
$100} 2-80 copro¬ 
cessor card, a IIGS 
user can gain 
access to thousands of additional programs that 
run under the venerable CP/M operating system. 

Expandability 

The IIGS has seven expansion slots (plus one 
memory expansion slot) that provide users with 
plenty of scope for customising a system to their 
precise needs. For example, Applied Engineering's 
PC Transporter card puts an entire PC-XT clone 
into an Apple II slot. The built-in printer, modem, 
video, disk drive and joystick ports allow the user 
to connect all sorts of 
peripheral devices without 
using up slots. You even can 
put a SCSI adapter card into 
a slot to provide connection 
to a hard disk or CD-ROM 
drive. 

The new Apple II Video 
Overlay Card is an entry-level system for 
combining computer graphics with video from 
almost any source. It finally solves the problem of 
.getting usable output from an Apple II onto 
yideotape. 

Connectivity 

A feature of the IIGS with unexploited 
potential is built-m AppleTalk networking. This 
allows the IIGS to coexist on a Macintosh network, 
sending output to the superb LaserWriter printer 
or storing data on a central file server. It is even 
possible to have a "diskless workstation" using a 
IIGS as a simple network terminal. Apple File 
Exchange, a program distributed free with the 
Macintosh system utilities, can read and write 

standard text files in 
Apple II-compatible 
formats, and several 
programs exist to 
convert between 

Macintosh and Apple 
II graphic formats 
(although Apple has 
been seriously 

deficient in failing to 
provide this capability 
free with the IIGS 
system software). The 
GS-OS operating system was designed to 
accommodate File System Translators {FSTs). So 
far, the only FST provided is for the High Sierra 
format used on PC-compatible CD-ROMs, but 
Apple (if it cared to) could easily create FSTs for 
Macintosh, MS-DOS and other operating systems. 

The most encouraging recent indication that 
Apple is not quite ready to kill off the IIGS is the 
persistent rumor of HyperCard for the IIGS, with a 
possible release date early m 1990. This program, 
reportedly, will be able to use HyperCard stacks 
created on the Macintosh. Sometimes described as 
a "software erector set," HyperCard is distributed 
free with every new Macintosh. It goes far toward 
overcoming the formidable barriers that make the 
Macintosh so difficult for 
beginners to program. 

Although similar commercial 
programs (HyperStudio, Tutor 
Tech) exist for the Apple II, 
they have not gained the same 
universality as HyperCard on 
the Mac. 
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It does show promise. 

We liked the way TeleCornm 
interacted with the ApplcWork3 
desktop; to be able to send an AWP file 
directly off the desktop is nice. To 
automatically load its phone list from 
disk as an AppleWorks database file; 
similarly. TeleCornm has the 
comfortable, menu-oriented style that \ • 

AppleWorks and TimeOut have made standard. 
Like most communications programs, it sports a 
number of “quick key" commands, such as 
Open-Apple-P to toggle the printer. Other 
commands like Open-Apple-H and Open-Apple- 
Arrows work the same as in AppleWorks. 

Timeout TeleCornm has one feature that 
Point-to-Point needs: a split screen mode. This is a 
godsend when interfacing with the "Conference" 
mode that GEnie and some other networks support. 
It separates what the user is preparing to send 
online from what is simultaneously being sent back. 

Logon scripts fit right into the database 
structure where they may be 
easily viewed or edited. The 
scripting is a cryptic language 
that is adequate for most users: 
commands allow text to be sent, 
text to be waited for, seconds to 
wait, pathnames to be changed 
and protocols set. For owners of 
AppleWorks 3.0, UltraMacros macros are fully 
operative. 



Terminal emulation includes: ADM31, ADM3a, 
DEC VT52, Heath 19. IBM 3101, Standard TTY, 
Apple 80 column and Televideo 912. Unfortunately, 
YTlOG is not supported. Protocols supported are 
Standard 128Xmodem, 128Xrncdern/CRC, IK 
Xmodem, and 4K Xmodem. To assist in the transfer 
of files, it supports Auto Binary II and 
ASCII Express Mode. Both reviewers 
were able to get only 128K Checksum to 
work with the club's GBBS board. 

The GEnie speaks 

On GEnie Lome reviewed 64 
messages about TeleCornm. They began 
long before the program's release, with a 
mood of eager anticipation. The 
messages since the release of TC 
have been generally as negative as 
reported above. Just since early 
December is a mention of a version l.i, 
and users are still having difficulties. 

We have not received 1.1 in time for this review. 

TelecComm needs to go back to Beagle for some 
work. Those who want to be able to telecommunicate 
from within AppleWorks will get their wish. 
Someday. 



Beagle is a good outfit 

Your reviewers agonised over whether we should 
review TeleCornm, considering its current state of 
health. But, it occurred to us that if we failed to 
complete the review for fear for embarrassing 
Beagle Eros, we would be doing a disservice to our 
readership and would open ourselves to accusations 
of a prejudice in favour of Beagle. 

Both reviewers might fairly be accused of being 
so biased, but let us not be accused of writing biased 
reviews. It seems even the best Apple II software 
house messes up now and then. 


Murphy's Fourth Law If there is a possibility 
of several things going wrong, the 
one that will cause the most 
darnge will be the one to go wrong. 

Murphy's Law _of 

Thermodynamics Things get 
worse under pressure. 














Summary 

It lacks the glamour 

and raw power of the 

latest Macintosh 

systems. It doesn't 
deliver the superb 
graphics of the Amiga, 
or the professional 
audio of the Atari ST. It 
doesn't enjoy the 
universal acceptance of PC clones, or their 
rock-bottom prices. It has a few features, like the 
Control Panel, that can be baffling to beginners. 
Despite these drawbacks, the Apple IIGS can be 
built up into an excellent home business, 
educational or creative computer system. It 
deserves a wider audience, and better support 
from the company that created it. 




In 1972, this answer would have take 783 
pounds of chalk and 32 acres of blackboard. 
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WHERE IN TIME IS 
CARMEN SANDIEGO? 

Review by Candy Colborn 

Broderbund's newest offering in the Carmen 
SanDiego series, "Where in Time is Carmen 
SanDiego" lives up to the fine reputation 
established by the other three titles in the series, 
"Where in the W T orld is Carmen SanDiego," 

"Where in the USA is 
Carmen SanDiego," and 
"Where in Europe is 
Carmen SanDiego." The 
added twist with "Where in 
Time" is that you must not 
only chase the villans 
geographically, but must 
also use the clues to choose 
the appropriate time frame. 
This is not as hard as it 
might be. If you have tried Tom Snyder 
Productions' "The Ripple that changed American 
History," relax. Carmen is not nearly that 
difficult. W T hile chronology is an issue, many 
times the player's choice will include three or four 
countries and knowing the correct country is ail 
you need. About a third of the time 
(estimate from one afternoon of 
playing the game) one country will 
be included twice in two different 
places on the time line, and you 
must choose the correct time as 
well as place to stay on the track of 
the criminal. 

To begin the game, you boot the 
program disk and find your way to 
the Acme Detective Agency in San 
Francisco. If you are new, you must find the 
personnel office and fill out the necessary forms. 
Once you are registered, you can proceed directly 
to your assignment. However, don't ignore the 
laboratory and the lounge. You don't need them to 
solve the cases, but the programmer's sense of 
humor makes them worth a visit. As you track the 
criminal, you obtain clues as to his/her identity. 
(No sex discrimination here. Half the villans are 
male and half are female.) In addition to physical 

• characteristics, you 
can identify the 
thieves by their 
' artistic and literary 

..- I- ____ preferences. The 

a ■ — . authors they prefer 

■ ■ may be Hugo, 

- Kipling, Porter or 

■WilillWliim,;. Dostoevsky. They 



I Bought A Hard 
Drive.Now What? 

1990 Taftlnsights Ltd. 

1990 Basically A.P.P.L.E. Inc. 

Santa brought you a hard drive for your Apple 
Ilgs for Christmas. Congratulations! Following the 
instructions given by Tony DiGioia in last month's 
newsletter, you now have your drive formatted and 
all ready to put information on it. 

Sit back and relax while I offer a quick 
refresher course on the inner workings of ProDOS 
and how it relates to hard disk management. 

GS/OS is still considered to be part of the 
ProDOS family. When a disk 
is formatted, either from a 
utility program like Copy II 
Plus, or from the Finder in 
GS/OS, the same information 1 
is being placed on the disk. 

Let me explain how that 
information is put there in 
the first place. 

One of the first things done to a disk when 
formatting is to place tracks on the disk for the 
blocks of information to reside. Think of a bullseye 
and you have an idea how the tracks are laid out. 


m 




News for Apple IIs -June 1990- Page 


On a 5.25" disk we have 35 tracks starting from the 
outside edge, working its way towards the center. 
The tracks never meet. They separate fpom one 
another. The 3.5" media has 80 tracks. Mass storage 
media, such as hard drives, have even more. 

On these tracks are placed the blocks where 
the information is stored. Looking at a disk, you 
will never actually SEE the tracks, or blocks, but 
they are there. 

Block 0, the first block on the disk, is where 
the formatting program places the information 
enabling the disk to begin the 'Boot' process. It is 
given the ingenious name of BOOT LOADER. Block 
1 was used for the old Apple Ill's operating system 
(SOS). Apple decided to keep this idea, but you can 
forget about ever needing block 1. 

Blocks 2-5 will contain the FiOOT Directory 
files. This is what you see when you catalog a disk. 
Each of these blocks 
will hold information f 
about 13 possible files. I ['—jj 
One file name placed I 
in block 2 will be for I K;-.. 

the Volume (or disk) I /jt A 

name. This leaves § l U J J 

room for 51 files in the B 
main, or Root, 1 
directory. 






















? also have excellent taste in art. 

Players will not only become familiar 
with Edgar Degas, Vincent van Gogh, 
Mary Cassatt and Jose Oro 2 co, but 
facts about their lives and works as 
well. 

The most difficult part of the 
game seems to be collecting clues 
quickly enough to obtain a warrant 
before the time allotted for your case runs out. The 
more cases you solve, the shorter the time and the 
more difficult it becomes. You must solve 80 cases 
to be inducted into the Super Time Sleuth Hall of 
Fame. Broderbund is encouraging you to play their 
games longer. It seems to me that one landed in the 
Hall of Fame on the first Carmen game after about 
15 cases! As you solve cases, you move up the 
ranks from Time Cadet, to Time Patroller, Time 
Investigator, Time Inspector, Time Detective, Ace 
Time Detective and finally, Super Time Sleuth. 

This game may be for an older audience than 
the previous Carmen games, as young children 


















the previous Ca rmen games, as young children 
may not be ' ■v*"' 

familiar with wSBBSl 

the person- Son 

alities and from 

places in the word p: 

game, but any skills r 

child who can please 

read well can jKp|^lj|Kl Browne 

play and enjoy inform 

made good use of 'ilili! 

while flaying. 

The graphics 
are excellent, 

with frequent animation and sound. 

The version I used is for the Apple Ile/IIc/IIGS 
and comes on two 5.25" disks. It installs easily on a 
hard drive. In fact, the instructions are the easiest 
I have ever seen. Simply press "escape" during the 
first graphic. A "hard drive installation" menu 
appears and the program scans all devices. You 
highlight the one where you would like the 
program to be, n 

and except for __ 1 

changing disks /j[] _ 

when prom- r | Q| U ao 

The program also has a good quit code so that when 
you le?tve the game, you can exit to ProDos. j 

Broderbund manages to make each "Carmen" 
game just enough different that once hooked, you 
will want to have them all. 


New Telephone Tells All 
(Almost) 

By Dan Gutman 

The old slogan, “Reach out and touch 
somebody" might as well be changed to “Reach 
out and avoid somebody. - 

At the Consumer Electronics Show in Las 
Vegas this week, Nashville-based Northern 
Telecom is introducing "Maestro," the first 
residential telephone that's so intelligent, it 
displays the number of the incoming call while 
your phone is still ringing. 

The suggested retail price of "Maestro" will be 
$136, and it will be available through telephone 
companies, not through electronics stores. 
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ProDOS allows something /71 

called subdirectories (folders). I » _ 

This helps to get around the 51 file 
limitation. There is no limit to r *' \ 
the number of files placed in a f 1 
folder. ProDOS gets around this by L w „y 
using pointers in the DIR files (the |||| 

folders). These pointers record 11II 

where on the disk the files you ill/ 

saved are stored. MU 

There are two types of format: U 

a hard format, and a soft format. Utility programs 
like Copy II Plus will do a soft format. They clear 
the root directory, while ignoring the other data on 
the disk. A hard format will rewrite all the tracks 
and blocks on the disk. There are hard drive utility 
programs that will also check the efficiency of how 
the blocks are laid out on the disk. Hard drives will 
have one method of laying out the block interleave 
that is more efficient than others. I'm afraid it's all 
trial and error for what is best for your drive. 

The interleave is th e space between 

WSB&aglS AS§as60B& saaiss 1 ffij GS/OS has made 
Someone to type in articles ^ great strides in 
from other newsletters, into allowing a 2:1 

word processor files. No writing §5 interleave for the 

skills needed. Interested persons £0 APPLEDISK3.5 

please contact the Editor, Derick ^ disk drive. Some 

Browne, at 586-7371, for more ^ hard drives may 

information. ^ prefer 1:1, or 5:1, 

y ^ between^ in 

^ first°th C ings 0t a new 

hard drive owner 
should do is try to 
plan the most 
'■ efficient way to 

use these folders. One suggestion for GS/OS users 
would be to copy the contents of the latest SYSTEM 
DISK as they are on the disk. I would then create 
folders for GAMES, DTP (for desk top publishing 
programs), WP (for word processors), 
APPLEWORKS, AWGS, BUSINESS, UTILITIES. Of 
course, you are free to add, or delete any from this 
list. Do not get carried away with using folders. It 
may slow down your hard drive. 

Try to avoid placing copy protected software on 
the hard drive. It MAY prove 
~N to be harmful, rather than 

The reason for planning 
ahead is due to how ProDOS 
V places the information, on the 
disk. Many people iriake the 
■|gj I mistake of placing anything 

.and everything on their hard 
disk. The problems begin as 
\ you delete any of these files. 

^ When you first place the 

programs on the disk, ProDOS will store them on 
consecutive blocks. As changes are made to these 
files, blocks may be freed for storage. As your drive 
fills up, ProDOS will have to store information 
wherever it finds empty blocks This will slow down 
your hard drive. 

This process is called fragmentation. It is 
possible to have one program scattered all over a 40 
megabyte hard disk. The longer it takes for ProDOS 
to find the file, the longer it will take to launch the 
program. 

You may feel that you have escaped the need 
for disks after buying jrn- 

a hard drive. You will 

still need them. r££2M. H '&r v.vA 

ALWAYS back up f*\. 
important infor- 

mation. One rule 3V^Jr •vE~‘* 1 

regarding back-ups is cL ) ivj 
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This "Incoming Caller 
Identification" feature is a hot issue 

right now. Many people wont it, 

for obvious reasons. If your 
ex-husband is calling and you 
don‘t want to talk with him, you 
don't have to pick up the phone. 

If you're being pestered by a 
persistent crank or obscene 
caller, you can write down the 
number and inform the police. 

Other people have their 
reservations about a phone that 
displays the number of an incoming 
call. Someone calling a drug abuse 
hotline or rape crisis center, for 
example, wants confidentiality, 
their phone number appearing on any 
stored in any computer device. There are 
serious invasion of privacy issues at stake. 

But the computer is changing the telephone, 
and it's doubtful that anyone can turn back the 

clock now. Panasonic 
recently introduced 

"Privacy Ring," a feature on 
their KX-T2634 telephone 
that only allows the phone 
to ring if the caller punches 
in a code you've given them. 

In their ads, Panasonic 
says the phone "rings only 
when the call is important." 
But obviously, "Privacy 
Ring" is a way to grant 
access to certain people and keep the rest of the 
world out. 

The telephone has done more to further 
commuication between human beings than any 
other invention in history. But ironically, in 
many ways it REDUCES commuication. 

Before the telephones, the only way to talk with 
other people was to go see them in person. Once 
you could call somebody on the phone, physically 
meeting them was no longer 
necessary. Suddenly, you 
didn't SEE the person, you lust 
HEARD them. 

When telephone answering 
machines came along, 
communication was reduced further. You still 
heard people calling you, but you didn't have to 
talk back to them if you didn't feel like it. 

The recent popularity of the fax machine 
carries non-cornmuication even further. You 
communicate with another person over a telephone 
line, but neither party hears OR speaks to the 
other. We push paper back and forth through the 
fax, as if it was the mail slot in a door. 

And now we're seeing telephones with call 
blocking, call waiting, caller identification and 
other features that make it 
easier to NOT talk with the 
person at the other end of the 
line. 

Personally, I'm waiting for 
the ultimate high-tech 
telephone of the Nineties—it never rings. It 
doesn't even have a receiver. Nobody can bother 
you. You never have to speak with another human 
being ever again. 

Finally, communication will have evolved to 
its highest point. 


Harp's Corollary To Estridge's Law Your 
"IBM PC- compatible" computer grows more 
incompatilbe with evry passing moment. 


wrong with the first copy, you will more than likely 
use the second copy to run the program. If that 
fails, you will still have one workable copy left. 
After two tries, you will probably decide to check 
your computer before trying that program again. 

There are utility programs available that will 
prove to be invaluable to your efficient use of your 
hard drive. I would recommend PROSEL 16 for 
GS owners, and PROSEL for lie, IIc+ owners. 
This program is a program selector (that's how it 
got its name), and a valuable collection of utility 
programs. PROSEL contains utilities to 
de-fragmentize your hard drive, and to fix your root 
directory, among others. 

I hope this has proved to be helpful. Good luck 
with your hard drive! 


1980s: The Decade Of 
Decadence 

By Dan Gutman 

Someday we'll bore our grandchildren with tales 
of life before the 1980s... 

"When I was your age," we'll wheeze, "we didn't 
have telephone answering machines. If somebody 
wasn't home when we called, we 
would have to call them back 
later! And there was no word 
processing then, y'know. We had 
to use PENCILS! I'm tellin' ya, 
life was tough back in the old 
days." 

"Wow!" the tykes will marvel, wide-eyed. "How 
did you survive?" 

When I reflect on the passing of the 1980s, I 
don't think of Reaganism, or the fall of 
Communism, or the rise of Michael Jackson. I think 
about eight things that rocked the world of the 
average person: 

The personal computer. The microwave oven. 
The compact disc player. The Walkman. The video 
cassette recorder. The camcorder. The telephone 
answering machine. The fax machine. These 
technologies dramatically changed the way we work, 
play and even the way we eat. 

Technology-wise, the 1960s 
was the decade of decadence. 

Our grandparents witnessed 
the birth of radio, and our parents 
watched television being born. 

But has there ever been such an 
outpouring of revolutionary 
technologies as there was in the 
last decade? 

It's hard to believe, but in 
1979—just ten Decembers 
ago—most people had never even 
HEARD of these machines. 

Today, of the 90 million 
households in the United States, 
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. . AND THEN , AFTER THEY'UE BECOME 
DEPENDENT ON US, UUE'LL RISE UP, AND..." 
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to make three copies. Why three? n something goes 
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Using A Screen Dump On 
the Ilgs. 

Reprinted from the London Apple Corps 
newsletter, October 1988, via H.A.C.K. Jan 
1989, via Apples B.C. March 1989. 

Need more super-hi resolution pictures for 
your posters or projects? A screen dump utility, 
for example, the Electronic Arts Screen Saver 
which installs as a classic desk accessory will 
allow you to save any super-hi resolution graphics 

screen in the 
Apple Pre¬ 
ferred format 
(SCI 65 

blocks) as 
follows: 

1) Once the 
desired screen 
is on the 
monitor 
quickly push 
open-apple- 
control-escape 
to access the 
desk acces¬ 
sories section of the control panel. Remove the 
games disk from the ,3 1/2 inch drive and insert a 
formatted disk with the same disk volume name as 
the original game. If you do not use the same 
volume name as the original program, the 
screen will not save. Move the cursor up to EA 
Screen Saver (or an equivalent public domain 
program) and press return. The screen is then 
saved and can be imported into a paint program, 
such as Deluxe Paint II 
or Paintworks Gold 
where it can be modified 
and printed. 

2) To obtain a clear 
print out of the screen it 
is sometimes necessary 
to provide additional 
contrast or to lighten 
some of the colours on 
the screen by using the 
change pallet-colour function in your paint 
program. You may have to experiment a bit to get 
the best combination of colours. 




Finagle's Rules: 

1) To study an application best, understand it 
thoroughly before you start. 

2) Always keep a record of data. It indicates 
you've been working. 

3) Always draw your curves, then plot the 
readings. 

4) In case of doubt, make it sound convincing. 

5) Program results should always be 
reproducible. They should all fail in the same way. 

6) Do not believe in miracles. Rely on them. 


Gibl's Laws Of Unreliability. 

1) At the source of every error which is blamed 
on the computer you will find at least two human 
errors, including the error of blaming it on the 
computer. 

2) Any system which depends on human 
reliability is unreliable. 

3) Undetectable errors are infinite in variety, 
in contrast to detectable errors, which by 
definition are limited. 

4) Investment in reliability will increase until 
it exceeds the probable cost of errors, or until 
someone insists on getting some useful work done. 


58 million have a VCR, 20 
million have home computers, 25 
million have telephone 
answering machines. 

There's a video store on 
every block, and they're sending 
faxes from the corner drugstore. 

You can't find anything but CDs 
in the record stores. It's hard to 
find a company in the whole 
country that doesn't run the 
whole show with computers. 

My wife and I are expecting 
our first child a few weeks into the new decade, and 
I can't get over the fact that this baby is going to 
grow up in a completely different world from the 
one we grew up in. 

While I continue to marvel at the wonder of a 
fax machine, he or she will slip a sheet of paper 
into it just like we used to put it into a mailbox. 
This kid will pop a tape into a Walkman without 
even thinking there was a day not long ago when 
such a thing didn't exist. 

We've become so comfortable with the 
technologies that became popular in the Eighties 
that memories of "the old days" are fading even for 
adults. 

Do you remember the hours you slaved over a 
■s typewriter-perhaps a 

MANUAL type¬ 

writer-struggling to write 
a report or term paper? 

Do you remember when 
■« we could only watch movies 

when the TV networks 
decided to show them? 

Do you remember when 
< > you had to start baking a 

potato an HOUR before the meal was to be served so 

it would be cooked on the inside? 

Do you remember how the film used v.o get caught 
and mangled in those Super 8 home movie cameras 
and projectors? 

Do you remember when you had to sit home and 
wait if you were expecting a telephone call? 

This isn't ancient history. It was just ten years 
ago. I can't help but be 
ama 2 ed at how much has 
changed in such a short 
period of time. 

It's hard for us to 
imagine that the 
Nineties will give rise 
to another gush of 
technologies like the 
ones we've seen 
recently. But I hope my 
baby will be lucky enough to see some incredible 
new machines being born, the way I did in the 
Eighties. 

And I hope I won't become one of those old, 
boring fathers who insists everything was better "in 
my day," and how hard we had it before these 
machines came along. 


Sattinger's Law It works better if you plug it 
in. - 

Shaw's Principle Build a system that even a 
fool can use, and only a fool will want to use it. 





The next meeting is September 9, 1990,^ 
at 1601 Cowan Cresent. The meeting starts 
„at 1:30 PM. No meetings in July or August.,. 
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